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1 February 2017 
 
Dear Mr Berry, 
 
Invocation of Article 50 
 
I write to ask you to vote against the invocation of Article 50 of the Treaty of the European 
Union. I am currently resident and registered to vote in your Kingston and Surbiton 
constituency.  
 
I will not revisit specific arguments about the rights and wrongs of the policy. Instead I will make 
a point about electoral politics. Voting against Article 50 would improve your re-election 
prospects. Voting in favour would harm them.  
 
You were elected in 2015 with 39.2% of the vote, a 2.7 percentage point improvement over the 
Conservative candidate in 2010. That improvement would not have been sufficient to defeat the 
Liberal Democrat incumbent had his own vote share not declined by 15.3 percentage points. 
More voters switched from Liberal Democrat to Labour (5.1% of the total) and to the Green 
Party (2.9% of the total) than to you (2.7%).  
 
During the recent Richmond Park by-election, a Liberal Democrat challenger defeated sitting 
MP Zac Goldsmith by campaigning heavily on the issue of Brexit, despite Mr Goldsmith having 
forced the by-election over the third runway at Heathrow. Like Richmond, Kingston voted 
strongly in favour of remaining in the EU (61.6% to 38.4%). Given the breakdown of the 2015 
election vote, and this figure, it seems likely that a similar strategy would work against your re-
election bid in 2020.  
 
The Article 50 Bill will pass however you vote. There are too many Labour MPs with ‘Leave’-
voting constituencies for the outcome to be otherwise. Given that your constituents voted 
‘Remain’, and given the electoral politics of being tagged as a Brexiteer in a ‘Remain’ 
constituency with a ‘progressive’ majority, you have good moral and political grounds for voting 
against the Bill. You might face some short-term embarrassment from your Party, but your 
chances of remaining an MP after 2020 would significantly improve. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
James 
 
Dr James Strong 
Fellow in Foreign Policy Analysis 
London School of Economics and Political Science  


